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ANNUAL  REPORT 
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Medical  Officer  of  Healt 

for  the  YEAR 

19  4  1 
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L.  WILSON  EVANS,  u.C 


\C 


D.F.H 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of 

The  Csv estry  Rural  District  Council. 


Dr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


As  for  last  year  the  minister 
of  Health  has  decided  that  the  Report  of  1941  should  be 
an  interim  report  confined  to  essential  and  urgent  matters 
which  have  affected  the  public  health  during  the  year. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
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Public  Health  Staff 


Name 


Qualif icat ions 


Office  Held 


Whole  or 
part  timf 


L.  Wilson  Jivans 

M . b . ,  B.S.,  L.R.G.P., 

Medical  Officer 

Part 

k.R.C.S.  •>  D » P •  H • 

of  Health. 

H.  Haskayne 

Cert .R.San. I . , 

Housing  and 

Who  1  e 

M. S . I .A . 

Sanitary  Inspector 

Meat  Inspector. 

T.  H.  Powel 

Clerk  and 
Assistant 

Whole 

Oswestry  Rural  District  Council 
Extracts  from  VITAL  STATISTICS  for  the  YEAR 
Population  :  Census  1331  . 


1941. 

16,603 


Birth  Rate  : 

Rural  District  . 

Oswestry  Borough  . 

England  and  7/ales  . 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 
per  1,000  Live  Births: _ 

Rural  District  . 

Oswestry  Borough  . 

England  and  Wales  . 
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43 

52 

55 


Still  Births  :  Pate  per  1,000  of  population 

Rural  District  . 

Oswestry  Borough  . 

England  and  Wales  . 


1941 

15*3 

16.4 

14.2 


46 

35 

59 


0.27 

0.7 

0.51 


Death  Rate  : 

Rural  District 
Oswestry  Borough 
England  and  Wales 


Chief  causes  of  Death 

Heart  Disease  . 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

Cancer  (hale  :  9  ;  Female  :  11) 
Violence  . 

measles  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


1940 

1941 

13.0 

12.1 

13.5 

11*9 

14.0 

12.9 

68 

17 

20 

10 

0 

c. 

— 

— 

1 

Number  oi  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence 
of  childbirth  .  1 
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cn c f»  of  8 n<5  cc n t rc  1  o *” c  r 


ious  and  other  diseases  - 


?  p 


.  I CATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DIS. 

EASES  : 

Number 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

13 

12 

Diphtheria  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Number 
of  cases 

15 

17 

Deaths 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

4 

4 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

40 

5 

8 

Erysipelas  . 

6 

1 

.  easl  es  ...  ... 

126 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . 

27 

— 

Fuerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

. _ 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . . 

1 

l 

__ 

Para-Typhoid  Fever  ... 

5 

5 

— 

Tables  of  Notifications  according  to  age-groups  and  months  : 
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Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Paratypho id 
Ervsipelas 
Pneumonia 
Cerebro-Spinal 


12 

15 

15 

22 

20 

'81 

29 

12 

13 

14 

2 

6 

240 

• 

• 

• 

« 

a) 

• 

• 

•p 

• 

• 

hi 

Month 

sd 

Fh 

w? 

n 

1 — 1 

fctO 

ft 

-p 

> 

0 

0 

a$ 

ft 

ct? 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

±2 

ft 

r— -i 

•=3 

1  1 

ft 

ft 

CO 

0 

n 

Diphtheria 
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10 
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1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

__ 
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Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

3 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

3 

17 

Measles 

28 

7 

4 

34 

25 

26 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

126 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

6 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

•Ml 

27 

Paratypho id 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 
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Erysipelas 

— 

1 
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1 

1 

1 
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Pneumonia 

6 

2 

2 

4 

10 

3 

2 

1 

1 

5 

4 

_• 

40 

Cerebro-Spinal 

l 
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— • 
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Ophthalmia- 

1 

l 

Neonatorum.  — 

36 

15 

23 

47 

44 

37 
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10 
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4 

241 

Of  the  fifteen 

cases 

of 

Diphtheria  notified, 

eleven 

occurred 

at  the  Public  Assistance  Institution  where  the  infection  broke  out 
in  the  Children's  Ward.  Peculiar  features  )f  the  outbreak  werethat 
the  infection  was  almost  entirely  nasal,  anu  the  lo^  age  of  several 
c f  the  pat ients f -two  of  them  were  under  one  year. 

Pone  of  them  had  been  immunised. 
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"She  other  tour  cases  were  scattered  throughout  the 

district,  —  tnere  were  not  two  cases  in  one  parish.  One  boy  had 
hac.  two  immunising  injections  the  previous  year  and  the  case  was 

very  mild. 

'  y  P 


F  a  r  a  -  t 


hoi 


d 


v 


of  Para-typhoid  fever  were  notified  over  a 


The  five  cases 

period  of  six  weeks  from  the  beginning  of  July,  They  were  in 
different,  parts  of  the  district  and  there  was  no  possible  common 
source  of  infection  except  that  they  all  had  bread  from  the  same 
shop.  lhere  had  oeen  outbreaks  in  different  parts  of  the  country 
due  to  artificial  cream,  and  careful  enquiries  were  made  as  to 
this  being  the  infective  agent  in  these  cases,  especially  as  in 
two  there  had  been  visitors  from  a  Tot 
but  no  cr°am  cakes  had  been  consumed  <= 


whe. 


re  there  had  been  cases; 
cept  possibly  in  one  case. 


It  was  found  that  the  driver  of  a  van  which  took  bread  into  tl 
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district  from  the  shop  in  question  ’ras  off  work;  an  examination  of 
the  blood  revealed  a  para- typhoid  infection,  he  complained  that  he 
had  felt  tired  for  about  three  weeks  before  he  gave  up  work,  ho 
further  cases  were  reported.  Although  bread  is  not  looked  upon 
as  a  likely  vehicle  for  the  spread  or  these  diseases,  it  certainly 
falls  under  grave  suspicion  as  the  cause  of  this  outbreak.  All  the 
cases  recovered.  Specimens  for  examination  were  taken  from  all  the 


workers  in  the  bakery  but  no  infectio: 


*  GS  O 


found  among  them. 


■  1  e  a  s  1  e  s 

The  Measles  outbreak  was  a  continuation  of  that  at  the  end 
of  the  previous  year  spreading  to  other  areas.  It  died  out  in  the 
middle  of  the  year  and  in  the  second  half  there  were  only  4  cases, 

Pneumonia 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Pneumonia  notified,  giving  a  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  near¬ 
ly  two-thirds  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales.  It  is 
difficult  to  judge  the  significance  of  these  figures,  as  the  notif¬ 
ication  of  this  disease  is  less  rigidly  carried,  out  by  medical 
practitioners  as  is  the  case  with  other  diseases,  the  increase  in 
figures  may  show  that  there  is  an  improvement  in  notification  in 
the  district  although  it  is  still  by  no  means  complete,  for  of  the 
eight  cases  in  which  pneumonia  was  given  as  the  cause  of  death  only 
three  had  been  notified  -  but  if  it  is  a  matter  of  notification  the 
figures  indicate  that  it  is  considerably  better  in  this  district 
than  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  •  A  feature  of  the  dis¬ 

tribution  of  the  cases  is  that  they  were  mostly  in  houses  in 
sparsely  populated  parts  of  the  district  -  ‘Jest  Felton  (6);  Treflach 
and  Trefonen  (6)  ;  Porthywaen  end  ftantmawr  (5)  ;  while  the  more 
thickly  populated  places  -  St.  martins  (1);  T/eston  Rhyn  (0); 

Go bo wen  (2) ;  and  Whittington  (3)  only  had  six  cases  among  them. 


jj  iphtiisris  Immuniss-t  ion 


Humber  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  : - 

under  ’5  years  15b 
5  to  15  years  654 

810 

Immunisation  has  continued  to  make  good  progress.  The  number 
of  children  of  school  age  to  be  done  each  year  will  now  necessarily 
decrease  with  the  large  percentage  which  has  been  immunised*  This 
was  83 ej<.  of  the  children  on  the  elementary  school  registers  at  the 
end  of  the  year  and  these  figures  have  continued  to  improve.  The 
figuresfor  children  under  5  years  of  age  could  hardly  be  expected  to 
be  so  high,  but  they  are  improving.  At  the  end  of  the  year  4I7-  of 
these  young  children  had  been  immunised  and  since  then  there  has  been 
considerable  progress. 

Among  the  twenty-four  districts  in  the  County,  at  the  end  of 
the  year  your  District  had  the  fourth  best  figures  for  children  under 
5  years  and  ninth  for  those  over  3>  while  among  the  ten  Rural  Dis¬ 
tricts  they  were  third  and  fifth  respectively. 

Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  Order,  1910 

Five  lots  of  8,000  units  and  one  of  10,000  units  were  used 
during  the  year. 


Tuberculo  sis 


notification  : 

male 

F  emal e 

Total 

Respiratory  ...  ... 

5 

4 

S' 

9 

Hon- respiratory 

5 

6 

X 1 

Transfers  from  Other  Districts  : 

Resoiratory  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Hon-r espiratory 

2 

2 

4 

Deaths  : 

Respiratory  ...  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Ron-r espiratory 

— 

— 

— 
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